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8 Chris Mercier's son died in the crash of the military’s
experimental ,,Omuqm,..‘a aircraft.
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licopter system, “I believe that

and you want ta
know how it will
do with a full
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diers on board,.

you might con- family was sup-
sider starting out 18  posed totake care
with sandbags Mm of my son and
representing the w they didn't do it.
weight of the sol- “*[5  The fact that the
diers, instead of 15 Ospreyis still be-
putting 19 bright M Emnmmﬂmnmra&m
young lives at - B =
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! So says Chrig - H Chris Mercier,

Mercier, whose A : ....m Eﬁmﬁwgﬁ-
son, Lanece Corpa- Keoki P Santos der Daan .
ral Keoki P. Mercier, wauld
Santos, died inthe April 2000 MV~ Jave had r_m_. day in gourt to mmﬁmur .
22 Osprey.crash in Marana, Ari- :
zona. In thie first crash of an Mercier ﬂﬂﬁﬁhﬁﬂn
Osprey, .18 other young soldiers . on page §

putting passen-
gers on that
Osprey is abuse,”
gaid Mercier.
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from front page toris Lo expose throwgh. the ranks of “Fhe Justice Department,” he said,
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mine whether those in charge of

comurnand "issues of puy ang Lraining

rather than(prosecute} crimes

ange and Gulf War Syndrome ex-

the Osprey progeam had. in fagt . Eﬂﬂ_ﬁ mimu&mﬁaEwmmm puosures and failure to treat, (5)
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military. For more then 50 years, Senator Arlen Specter, buthas  of Military Justice (UEM), (7) Fal.

military maifegsance hay been
untauchable in Gvilian conrts,
“My son was 5 Marine," said
Mercier. “His dad was a Marine,
He loved ithe Marines. I wani

et yot been introduged. The last
. two Congresses have seen sealad
- down bills introdueed that would

have allowed civil lwsuits in

" cases of military medical mal-

sification of Official Docnments, (8)
Abuse of the military's mental
health system (3)service-connected
mental or physicsl injury or injus-
tice.”

tiem g knmow that we lave the practice, and while each passed “When I think efhow the major-
artned wﬁinmm. but ai the same in the House, they failed in the ity of people in the world are ap-
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Following 2005 services for
Bantes al Willametie National
Cemetery, Mercior hrolte dovn in
sadness and fustration, and Logk
Lo the Internet fo see what she
cold bearn. She found Veberans
oue! Rights Proteciion Advocacy,
Ine IVERDPA; woww verpaarg.
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frey A Trucman, wiio Jikewise G
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Remembering Keolti — Chris Mercier
tubes a sad rnoment locking over the original
news stories of her san's death in the cashof
an experimestsl aivoraft called the Oeparey.

turned calls for comment at
press time,

According 1o 3 VERPA petj-
tinn to abolish the 54-year-old
doetrine, “Congress has {siled to
et resuliing in the feilowing in-

dividual and systemic abuses

arizing in the DOD (Bepart-
ment of Befense) and military
Lo g0 unremedied, to include,
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mentation in violation of the
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the public will be putraged when
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